








This 1,860-square-foot
house near Mill Valley is a
showcase for eco-friendly
design: passive solar
crigntation, radiant heat,
celluvlose insulation, and
straw bale construction,
covered with sprayed earth
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The 18-inch-thick main walls of this
vacation compound in Sonoma County
are made from rammed earth. Smaller
ngs house the bedrooms and
5. A 3-inch-thick bowling lane 1ops
o kitchen island; old glass bottles
form the bathroom counter

www.resldentlalarchitecl cam residential architect / march 2005




beyond the bale

Those slightly offbeat flourishes get played out on the larger
scale, o, As founding members of the California Straw Bale
Building Association, Arkin and Tilt have constructed more
than a dozen buildings from straw, which is super-insulating,
durable, and abundant. The walls are clad in a vapor-permeable,
sprayed-earth technology known as Pisé. Unerly maintenance
free, it's a warm natural finish, sometimes with salmon- or
ochre-colored striations, and can be troweled smooth or
scraped vertically for a rough finish. It's possible that their
work in straw bale, a matenal devoid of standared detailing
specs, has pushed Arkin and Tilt to reinvent just about every-
thing they get their hands on. Solar panels often double as
shade structures. A solar-panel awning shelters their office
entryway and announces the firm’s interest in solar energy.
The two have also developed scasonally adjustable brackets for
horizontal and vertical mounting that they 've dubbed Arc 'n’
Tilt, tongue firmly in cheek.

With a project architect, a draftsperson, an office manager,
and oecasional interns, the firm intends 1o lead sustainable
design into an ever more sophisticated future. Arkin and Tilt cul-
tivate a variety of connections that keep them on their toes. Arkin
is past president of the national office of Architects/Designers/
Planners for Social Responsibility. lts Northern California chap-
ter established a Green Resource Center in downtown Berkeley
and produces an annual rade show called Green Materials
Showcase. He also teaches at the Solar Living Institute, and both
teach and lecture at UC Berkeley, “More recently 1've become
aware of the impending crisis we face over energy resources,”
Arkin says. “Buildings offer an opportunity to reduce our depen-
dence on vil, because they use 35 percent of the energy resources
in this country. We as architects have a responsibility 1o make
that transition possible by designing self-sufficient projects.”

As eco-conscious design catches on, Arkin and Tilt's deci-
sion to make their firm a showcase for the environmental cause
has wmed out to be a smart one. “Our clients have a world

Salvaged cedar slats add
a graphic elemeant in the
kitchen and bathroom. Al

view that's much bigger than just themselves,” Tilt says. of the beams in the house
“That's the delight of what we do—the wonderful people we came from a dismantied
military building,

meet,” Two such former clients are Randy Hester and his wife,
Marcia MeNally, both prafessors at UC Berkeley. Arkin and
Tilt added an efficient addition to their tiny 1920s bungalow,
animating it with clerestory and transom windows and innova-
tive materials such as a terrazzo-like countertop of crushed
automotive glass, “They re just brilliant at inventiveness at the
smallest scale,” Hester says. “Those countertops make me
smile almost every day. Anni and David reduced our energy
consumption by 40 percent. and did all those good things.

But mostly their design just gladdens our lives.”

cleryl weber is a contributing writer in severna park, md.,

Pholos: Ed Caidwel
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